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The August 2014 Issue of the Historian had a two page spread In Memoriam to Harold Spence (pages 6 & 7).
After the Issue was published | contacted Shelly Spence-Tripodo, Bro. Spence’s’ daughter, to see if she could supply
additional information on her father. She sent the above photos and several pages of information that were not in his Ar-
chives File. Thank you Shelly for your help in honoring this Man of God.—RWC



Harold L. Spence
1941 - 1986

Brother H. L. Spence was called
home by the lord on Monday,
December 8, 1986. Harold Lee
Spence was born to Harold Joel
Spence and Geneva Spence on
October 30, 1941, in Pampa,
Texas. He was saved at 9 years of
age and Dbaptized by the @
Missionary Baptist Church in
Sunnyvale, California.

On December 8, 1962, Brother
Spence married Sharon Irene
Bevis, then a member of the
Landmark Church, San Jose,
California. Born to Brother and
Sister Spence were two beautiful daughters, Shelly and Stacey,
which, along with their respective husbands, are faithfully serving
the Lord in His church in Clovis.

Brother Spence surrendered to the ministry at Landmark MBC,
San Jose, California in 1969 and was ordained by Faith MBC,
Concord, on November 6, 1970. Consequently, he spent 6 months
as interim pastor at the Union City Mission, until he was called as
pastor by the Vallejo MBC, California, where he served from 1970-
1972. Brother Spence went to Cloverdale as State Missionary from
1972-1976. In April of 1976, the Porterville Church called him as
missionary to Clovis, California, where he spent the balance of his
ministry, leading the church from ¢ in attendance at the outset to
152 at the time of his death.

He was not only a diligent preacher, but also a good teacher,
engaging in the exhaustive study of the Word of God. fie attended
the Missionary College at Sacramento, CMBI extension classes at
Antioch and Clovis, and was both a student and faculty member of
FMBI and CMBI. He stressed love and strong discipleship for new
believers, forming his own discipleship program and developing
many of the lessons in the discipleship book published by FMBI.

Those who knew Brother Spence well, knew his many good
characteristics and gifts that made him a great pastor and also a
very close friend to all of us.

From the 1987 Cooperative Association of Missionary Baptist Churches of California Minute Book—page 9
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ELDER HAROLD SPENCE

Brother H, L, Spence was called home by the Lord on Monday,
December 8, 1986. Harold Lee Spence was born to Harold Joel and
Geneva Spence on October 30, 1941, in Pampa, Texas. He was saved at
9 years of age and baptized by the Missionary Baptist Church in Sun-
nyvale, California. _ :

On December 8, 1962, Brother Spence married Sharon Irene Be-
vis, then a member of the Landmark Missionary Baptist Church in San
Jose, California. Born to Brother and Sister Spence were two beautiful
daughters, Shelly and Stacey. They married two brothers, Mark and Alan
Lohuis, and are faithfully serving the Lord in His church at Clovis.

Brother Spence surrendered to the ministry at Landmark MBC, San
Jose in 1969 and was ordained by Faith MBC, Concord, on November 6,
1970. He spent 6 months as interim pastor at the Union City Mission,
until he was called as pastor by the Vallejo MBC, California, where he
served from 1970-1972. Brother Spence went to Cloverdale as our State
Missionary from 1972-1976. In April of 1976, the Porterville Church
calléd him as missionary to Clovis, California, where he spent the balance
of his ministry. He led the church from 12 in attendance at the outset to
96 at the time of his death. :

Brother Spence was Moderator of this local Association of Mission-
-ary Baptist Churches at the time of his death. Not only was he a diligent
preacher and student of the Word, but he was a good teacher. He
attended the Missionary Baptist College at Sacramento, CMBI extension
classes at Antioch and Clovis, and was both a student and faculty
member of FMBI and CMBI. He stressed love and strong discipleship for
new believers, forming his own discipleship program and developing
many of the lessons in the Discipleship book published by FMBL.

Those who knew Brother Spence well, know of his many qualities
and gifts that made him a great pastor and a beloved friend. Following
him as pastor has made me appreciate him much more. He would want
us all to glory only in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto us.

Respectfully Submitted,
Paul Hurth and Clovis MBC

s

From the 1987 Central Valley Association of Missionary Baptist Churches Minute Book—page 2
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From the Spence Family Files, supplied by Shelly Spence-Tripodo.

"A SOLDIER IN THE FAITH"

Bro. H.L. Spence was called home by the Lord on Manday, BDac,

8. 19%8o. Hargld TLez Spence was born to Harold Jocl Sience and Geueva
Spence on October 30, 1941 in Pampa, Texas. At 2 years old he moved
with his family to California. He was saved at 9 years old and bap-
tized by MBC in Sunnyvale, Ca., Bro. Odom (pastor ).

On December 8, 1962 H.L. married Sharon Irene Bevis, one of the
members of Landmark Church, San Jose, Ca. Born to Bro. and Sis. Spence
were two beautiful daughters; Shelly Lynn on April 25, 1964 and Stacey
Lee on June 2, 1965, Both sisters are now married to two brothers,Mark
and Alan Lohuis and are all serving God faithfully in the Clovis Church.
There are three grandchildren; Garrett, Andrew, and Bradley.

H.L. was a graduate of San Jose High School and spent 3 years
serving his country in Germany. Bro. Spence was a strong believer in
education. After his military hitch, Bro. Spence spent over a total
of ten years in both secular and seminary education as he majored in
Speech and minored in History. He was a student at Santa Rosa City
College for 2 years in which he was in a debate with an evolutionist
and won overwhelmingly. This man was later saved, praise God. Those
of us who sat under Bro. Spence's teaching, know by experience that
we have never met anyone greater than he when it came to speech, de-
bate or homiletics. Within his 10 years of education, he -also attended
Missionary Baptist College at Sacramento, CMBI extension classes at
Antioch and Clovis, and was both a student and faculty member of FMBI
and CMBI.

H.L. Spence surrendered to preach at Landmark MBC San Jose, Ca.
@n 1969, and ordained by Faith MBC Concord, Ca.on Nov., 6, 1970. From
there he spent 6 months as interim pastor at the Union City Mission
until called as pastor at the Vallejo MBC, Ca. from 1970 - 1972. Bro.
Spence went to Cloverdale as State Missionary from 1972 - 1976. In
April of 1976, the Porterville Church called him as Missionary to
Clovis, Ca. where he spent the balanceof his ministry. Arrz«ing in
Cievis., cotinting his family, they made a total of 12 member  mecting
in a nursery school which the outgrew and moved to the American Legion
Hall. Abcut the time they filled that hall beyond capacity, they mcved
to ihe chiurch plant which he led through Phase One of the building
program. H.L, just recently led out and began the building program
of Phase Two, Three, and Four. The Clovis MBC grew from 12 at the be-
ginning of his pastorate to the Sunday before his death when the church
ran 96 for Sunday School and the sactuary at capacity for preaching.

The norm is to speak greatly of a preacher gone to be with the
Lord but in this case, the same words would be used if he were still
with us. Bro. H.L. Spence ranked with the top when it came to his
homoletic abilities. He believed and taught that Spiritual growth came
through study and prayers. He prepared and delivered every message
as though it was the most important one he would ever preach. God used
this man in a mighty way!

His being a vessel for the Lord was the most important thing in
his life- Not only a great preacher but also as goocd a teacher be-
lieving in the exhaustive study of the different books of the Word of
God. He stressed love and strong discipleship for new believers. He
formed his own discipleship program and outlines and developed many
of the lessons in the discipleship book put out by FMBI. While a staff
member there, he stressed to his students the importance of a well
rounded ministry and several years of homeletics in seminary.

Those who knew Bro. Spence well, knew his many characteristics
and gifts that made him special and stand out in any crowd. Not only
a great pastor but a very close friend to all of us. So strong a sin-
cerity and humor that he could make us cry one moment and laugh the
next ., : ;

In our thoughts of Bro. H.L. Spence, let us remember him well
and that we will all meet him again soon!



From the Spence Family Files, supplied by Shelly Spence-Tripodo.

DEDICATION

TO THE
MEMORY
OF

HAROLD LEE SPENCE

(October 30, 1941 - December 8, 1986 )

This doctoral dissertation is dedicated to the memory of one of the finest Missionary
Baptist preachers I have ever known. He went to be with the Lord rather early in life, but
the effects of his ministry still endure. This dissertation is a product of that influence.

Harold "Hal" Spence and his family were members of Missionary Baptist Churches. He
was saved at the age of 9. At the age of 17, he entered the U.S. Army and completed a
tour of duty in Germany. On December 8, 1962, he married Sharon Irene Bevis and he
became the father of two daughters, Shelly and Stacey. In 1965, he surrendered to the
ministry and, in 1969, he was ordained and accepted the pastorate at Vallejo. Three years
later, he became a missionary in Cloverdale, where he served for 4 years. He came to
Clovis in 1976 to serve as a missionary at a work that consisted of 9 members. In 1979,
the mission work organized into a church and Hal Spence served there as pastor until the
time of his transition. By the time Hal Spence went to be with the Lord, the Clovis
Missionary Baptist Church had grown to 152 members.

Hal Spence understood the need for ministerial education and training. He obtained an
English Bible Diploma from the Missionary Baptist College in Sacramento and he
attended Santa Rosa Jr. College, taking every speech class available. Having a heart
burdened for the development of young preachers, he became an instructor with the
Fresno Missionary Baptist Institute and the California Missionary Baptist Institute of
Bellflower. He taught the subjects of Homiletics, Hermeneutics, and Defense of the Faith.

Hal Spence had a deep love for young preachers and a passion for Homiletics. He
believed that Missionary Baptist ministers needed to be trained in Homiletics to be at their
very best to preach God's Word. He believed that the pulpits of New Testament churches
needed to be occupied by the most faithful and proficient preachers possible. He,
constantly, encouraged young ministers to yield themselves to the Lord, so that they could
become the best Bible preachers that God could develop.

Hal Spence earnestly desired to complete a dissertation in Homiletics for the edification of
Missionary Baptist preachers. However, his ministry ended very abruptly. So in
dedication to his loving memory, to his zeal for the Lord Jesus Christ, to his prosperous
ministry, to his excellence in preaching, and to his love for young preachers, this work is
faithfully submitted.

Pastor Alex Cervantes
Three Rivers Missionary Baptist Church
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VALLEJO
Harald Spence, Pastor
The Coneord church ordained
Bro. Spence Nov. 6th., and he has
taken the pastorate of the Vallejo
J:'hur::h._{ —-’f. 2 o

Vallejo, Harold Spence, pastor
The church baptized 2 during
Nov, and had 2 to come as candi-
dates for baplism. They report
excellent services. J =T8O

VALLEJO . « - -"i{ly .
1s rejoicing in the -

ings that have come Lo the

oy o be thelr pas

Spence came
I:a-rL ifl November, 1970. 'i;!:n'.v
have had 13 addiuor.s‘ by b:plome;
15 by leter, ano‘ at least -
professions of faith. 'r‘helr -
pership has jricreased Over o
third, They have mare curm;
;kmhled their montphy 1;1r mﬂ
and now support thelr pasli;wﬂd
vime. They have alse purch -
; mimegraph and now  prin
weekly newsletier.
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VALLEJO . . . !o_-ht

Pastor H. L. BSpence reports
goud attendance in recent ser-
vices, They received a family of
4 by letter.

/Wem‘@({
L

ANTIOCH ., | . has endorsed
‘Harold Spence as missionary, 777 =~
F7

ANTIOCH , , . baptized 6 and re-
ceived 3 by letter. Their new mis-
sion In the Cloverdale area will be
called the Dutcher Creek Mission.
The church will be supporting
their missicnary-pastor, H, L.
spence, full-time, with a salary of
§150 per week. Pastor Larry
Rocves and wife Betty celebrated .
their 25th wedding anmiversary
July 11, The church is sponsoring
a week of camp at Jenness Park,
and has an enroliment of 300,

MISSION NEws 3-?3

First Missionary Baptist
Chureh

510 Texas Street
Antioch, California
Larry Reeves, Pastaor

OUR

ference  February 7, 1913,
FMBC Antioch voted to re-
commend Herold Spence as a
State Missionary on salary to

the Missionary Committee of

the Cooperative Association
of Missionary Raptist C hurches
of California when it meets
in Visalia, April 16, 1973,

permits!!

RECOMMENDATION:

In regular business con-

Hare ld T8 7@ ~

ABOUT THE MISSIONARY:

Bro, Spence has heen in the
ministry  since 1969. He
surrendered to preach in the
Ban Jose Landmerk church
where he was a charter mem-
ber. He had been saved and
baptized at the Sunnyvale
Landmark church when L. J.

Odom was Pastor, He was
ordained by the Concord
church in the fall of 1970,

when he was called to pastor
the First MBC of Vallejo |
where he served for almost
two years, While serving in
this church the Lord blessed
his ministry greatly, The
church doubled in attendance,
almost doubled in membership,
adopted & departmentalized
Sunday School, initiated a
bus ministry and undertook the
full-time  support of their
pastor.

In June, 1972, we called
Bro, Spence as our missionary
to Cloverdale, He accepted
and moved on the field that
July.

ABOUT THE WORK

The old Cloverdale church
had been disbanded and all
property and monies given to
ug in trust to estahlish a new
work in the Cloverdsle area.
Since the old Cloverdale
church had only three active
members end had not averaged
more than six or seven in 88
in the past several vears, it
was decided, after prayerful
consideration, that this would
be the wisest move,

God has placed His hand of
appraval on this work! In the
last six months there have
been eleven professions of
faith, Of these six are adulis
and five of these have followod
the Lord in baptism. We have
also received seven by state-
ment and one by letter, Iu all,
the mission now has a memher
ship of eighteen! Over the
last six months the average
allendance has been ahout
twenly in 88, BTC and mid-
week attendance has steadily
grown from an average of
seven lo last month's average
of thirteen,

The mission has recently
moved to a new meeting place,
and we feel this will greatly
enhance the opportunity for
further growth!

In the near future the mission
will initiate  Cloverdale’s
first and only bus ministry,
and great things are expected
from this effort,

We thuok God for the bless-
ings received thus far, and
loak forward to the establish-
ment of a strong, progressive,
seriptural, sell-supporting
work in the Cloverdale areg—
and this we will do, if God

s i &

The beautiful building pictured

is negotiating with the Methodists te lease or buy their

they have . ag 1

. -y

GOOD NEWS FROM CLOVERDALE «f 4= 7%

below is at Cloverdale, Californin. Missionary Harold Spence
Brather Sp reports that

ag

t and hope to have the building in the next few months.

The main awditerium will seat 350, It has three other auditorioms as well; two that will seal

about 150 each and one that will

space will triple their present space and make it possible for the Cloverdale misslon
tremendously. Pray with us about this.

(-74
Cloverdale, Calif.

Missionary H, L. Spence re-
ports that, while it has bezn
a frying summer, things are
lnoking up as they go into the
fall streteh. They have leased
the entire Methodist church
building, and are reaching some
af the formerly active Mstho-
dist members with the truth.
They have had conversions dur-
ing the summer and the mis-
sion is developing financially as
well. The foundation seems to
have been well laid for a full-
time church in Cloverdale even-
tually.

Missionary Spence expresses
deep gratitude for the support
he is receiving (IKC)

seat about 100 people. This, along with other Suni School

grow

"~ WORK IN CLOVIS!37 ¢

To the Churches _nf the California Co-
rative G
Dp:t has come lo my m&:;ln that ih;;te l::
ber of churches Q Arc -
;m; my report. To correct the problem,
ving this summary of the work here

evenings h‘f}fﬁmwn
ly twenty-five.

ne&!r" average offering has grown from

four hundred per month o between SEVER
cight hundred per month.

mlﬂam very excited about what the Lord

ismshmha?mmdlm“mm

in it.
m:[;ve a F'ﬂh‘: Sl it churches who

b their faithful support of co-
m:gme mission -effort are helping to
R R \m@hﬁ-mw}b;____'*
i
CLOVERDALE — reports 3 saved and a new S5 record of 51. With all ¢

of the new members recently

CLOVERDALE — Their offer on an

they are making plans for bui
_ baptized Jast month, i na‘: iding in the nege future, One

¥

received :
experienced teachers, G- Fd= eived they are in need of some

Harold Spence, Missionary ‘

eWw church plant was rejected and

75 H L, Spence, Missionary

C levis

TR T e R

ummmou—mmm
are looking for a larger place to

mwmmummmmm.mw
meet. ‘-.7‘ %
~ HL, snmea._mm_m_my_

7-7%

Good Report: Clovis
Bro. H. L. Spence reporis that in

May they had one prefession of faith
and baptism at the mission in Clovis,
Ca., and that both attendance and of-
ferings have been showing a steady
increase. He states that they have
fust about outgrown their present

CLOVIS — has a new meeting place in the American Legion Hall, has had
guod attendance for Sunday School and more for preaching service,

7t H L. Spence, Missionary

CLOVIS — bad two additlons by Jetier and offering were nearly eight hundred dollars

{2~ 74 H.L Spence, Pastor

6




From the Files of the Archives—
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CloviLs

]
-

“CLOVIS added seven, five by letter, one by baptism, and one by statement.
August Sunday School attendance averaged forty-nine. Offerings are good,
but inflation makes to work of building go slowly. 5 £

!o ._7& H. L. Spence, missionary

[
[

CLOVIS MISSION had a high atteidance  of thirty-two., The mission a5 made an ‘gg'g_sé.‘gjé 34 L Esé'g"-.%‘i%gi:gié
offer on anacre of Land directly across the sireet from a new housing tract. B £2 5-52'3,3.§ _‘g"gs 33 EE 5535 E%E:i
e TR N £ BR800 el (5] IHRE
- B =878 z:j“; - _g“sﬂ""'g‘g.,"g
; 4 i id-twenties. They had one Qg‘-’:‘ -nsg-ﬁ EHEEEEs2 ué-? gHEE5E
¥IS MISSION reports anendance in the high teens to mid-twenties. ¥ S = 2gt g = el . 83225
_:_onbybwmminApﬁl.Them'iss‘mnls!uﬂlwkmgforpmpmymtheaul.hullmd 0 — g e Egé"‘é Ea-‘? ; e Egs E'a £ § EL: °§ 3
irce snd expeasive. b-77 - 8 gi88T3s" 157eT TPt
HL e M EIR gmgzggﬁ S Er PRt
af . e | 2 o
L =l ol = — = S s @o‘.ﬁ:g b iﬁé E-E pEs é Uﬂéqﬁs.sg
@ 1Eiiitaggipogphigd ERFgEaCIfstont
M L5 addE Y = oE mPp o EEdE 2
- = E&k g §" g3 E.-. ; 2 EE=ZEE-
: ! . 8 oocEanlA ol - SERERA= o8 8 R
CLOVIS MISSION broke their atterdance record twice in Ma:'-.“'l't,h_: nigh of forty. Two o 4~ H §.§ g4 EE ‘Eéﬁzg E "g é 5'5 g' £ i ='§ 3-3 £3
L s Fsididi EETE 5298880548
CLOVIS MISSION is looking for help in raising $6500 for the do RS A
property they wish (o buy. The remaining S8000:pius will come. from the o 15 aitdedd eight in December, bringing the to1al membershin to fortytw
b existing ! v y-two.
building fund. Three people have been saved a1 the Wit with taa i 1 dpedd 1l the mohile chapel building can be set up for nee an the
_imothe work by fetter, . le-FyuL Spenee, mi”_il“jﬂ:: ™ "'"""-‘L"'_"'”"ﬂ"‘_ﬁhr?_mtzlhu. _J:_gc. Ho L. Spence, pustor
= _Clmns Still Growing /- % 3::“‘: i 2-%0 H “LOVIS has almost doubled its memibership since organising last December, The
i n;:nmry Spem_upwru_thal they This church was organized capacity of the mobile unit has been exceeded hefare it is put into use, Help is
e nd four additions during the December 1st with 34 needed hoth with salary and the building fund. .~ =0 .
mm. he iv reporting, and that their members. This past maonth AT e : H.L. Spence, missionary pastor
erings and attendance are both in. they have had B additions TR Tesmme e e —
creasing. He states that their Sunday bringing their membership up
School is in the thirties, and that they 1o 42, They report offerings for Clovis MBC — L8004
have had = high attendance of 47, the past month at better than Harold Spence, Pas
5 Th:ey have had 2 buck-set in their twe thousand two hundred s iin . am"‘_’_-
uilding plans, but hope that it is only dollars. The church is making o ort 12 additions ip
temparary. They do have the m bil every effort to get the Mobile TECCAL Weeks — four by seaqe.
building from Vallejo, and are seckin church plant on their property ML, four by baptism, ang
to purchase fraporty whers thes par within the next three months. four by leceer,” =

el : Continue to pray for this new
e work. Pastor, M. L. Spence. 4

el cwm,“,dM,h,m““mbyh.pumimhhnuumh-ﬂem

.LOVlShnclmeducmonr.he ission’
i mission property and it is now fi d
_One h_ru um_d u:iafded by h_lpl.um. A-79 H.L. Spe.n:::r:;‘ll.ii!::p.'

CLOVES suffered s drop in atiendance due to iliness and traveling, but sell
aversged 25 in Sunday Scheol. Preaching attendance was i the miid-thirties .

Ui was added by baptism. Plans are npleied {or building, and the
mission expects lu be meeting in its own fuvilities soun.

H. L. Spenee. misswars

CLOVIS averaged Zb o Sunday School, with u high of 32, Two were adided
by letter. The mission is still working v meeting local requirements for use
ol their mobile ibuilding. o - 74

H. L. Speriee, missionary

CLOVIS added four by letier snd one by baptism. Sunday Sehool attendanos sver-
*ed in the high:twentles, with & high preachi dunce of forty-th

& - 7¢ ILL. Spence, missionary

CLOVIS aveupu_i ihiny_-lwo in_attendance in Sunday School, with mere in
every preaching service. Seven were added, six of themn on & single Sunday,
-=7 H. L. Spence, missionary

Clavis Has Good Month !

Pastor G. R. Bernasconi, of the First
Missionary Baptist Church of Porter-
ville, Ca,, reports that the month of
l\'_hy was an excellent one for their mis-
sion at Clovis . . . with an average of 32
in Sunday School and an average of 37
in the preaching service. The mission’s
offerings totaled $1,600 and they had

1335500

CLOVIS added six by letter. Attendance is on the upswing, with an average
of 37 in Sunday 43 for presching, and 30 in the evening services.

A building will be a ity in the very near future.
£-7§  Harold Spence, missionary

forty-two in attendance for the "npgﬁi'-'_;l' July. Two were
cm&?\rsed:vmnin: is in need of its own building. Plans are being mude

toward this end, with the hope of being self-supporting and ahic 1o organize

in the not-too-distant future. | q .7 9 Ii._ I._..s_ ._. X __;‘ma:u_ry
CLOVIS organized i INew T church December 1. Missi v H. L.
gl'sm was ='ﬂ:dma:pmr. and the new church has assumed hiz missionary
mpaouﬁne.nl'. . 12-7 q H. L. Spence, pastar

L — e

record crowd of seventy-eight for Sunday School, and
ot ity fo preaching. §-30  HL. Spemos, pastor

cw_ws is enjoying SundaySchbol attendance in the sixties and seventics; preach-
- ing attendance hos reached as high as one hundred. Nisie were added to the
church in August and September. The present meeting place has been out-
grown, and plans for a building are in the works./f~ £ O H,L. Spence, pastar

CLOVIS MBC, Clovis — 3-81-4 i
Huarald Spence, Missionary-Pastor, 3

v oreporl two additions by lecter

February, and the church has en-

il Brather Spemee for another
woal desiprited suppor,

ilies by i _Sunday School attendance

7 3 v two families by letter in Fehruary 3 ten :

crﬂi‘slftzfg: in the sixties and seventics, {mh 'Hp!pn;‘,e:;nm;l;]l:cz“i?sgi{;i

altegd‘;ng._lhe preaching services. A argerlf—ﬂ B o e
needed.  JEL Baetoa ey’ |

S i 7 G . ?
VIS averaged sixty in Sunday Schoo?‘nm:f eighly in worship services
during June and July as summer actlvities took their toll on attendance.
Three have been added by letter, and present plans are to have the new
building framed up and inbefore winter.  H. L. Spenee, pastor

CLOVIS added two by letter, one by nt, and two by baptism in the Jast
two months. Attendance is Tunning beiween sixty-five and eighty in
B el . Sves ane hundréd for preachini Bullding progress
isshw,huteomtmgﬂoni_s_qxpmmbegm_hthqm R

CLOVIS should have their own building ready for framing Inspection by the
time this appears. The buiding fund, however. is nearly depleted and
wurk may be delayed for a time. Three have been added ‘o the member-
shigrand attendance is p_il:k_ing upagain. j?-%€ & H.L.Spence, pastor

CLOVIS fha- their parking int completed and traming inspection complete
‘Ther hupe to be pecupying the structure by the first of the year. Three
have been added by letter and one by haptism. The church has appa-
rently brought many couples together. with six marriages in the congre-
gation this vear and another pending. /2-g 2= H. L. Spence. pastor
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CLOVIS MBC, Clovis —
Harold Spenee, s 1-£3-H.

5 They repon three saved and fiwir ad
1005 ~— two by letior and two b i

Ore yaung min, ot
< i D,
preach recent, il

ey
Wk com-
| Funds. e

Spring semes

linues on their huilds

depleted, and help is pee

construction. Hpther S
E::luhz:d FRCEIMLY for whin wis helieved |

o P N7 i

<t Iu.m_ SBICK. bat st rovesied iy
was pleurisy. and he is back i the pelpin

1 comiplere

W i os-

CLOVES MBC, 1 lgyis

e = CLOVIS, CA., MBC had two saved, two baptized and their
=" Nev., Bro. Larry Carver has baptized two brethren.

CLOVIS, CA., MEC had the lionior of heari
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Harold Spence, Pastor - They
five saved and three baptized.
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| building. preaching a revival in Grants Pass,
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report seven additions by lettar,.

:i:i{gndianua ‘has been high and the

tized, one rededication and
several regular visitors in
thelr services, The ladies of
the chureh continue their
Thursday afternoon visitation
program, and their extension
courses through CMBI are
underway.

CLOVIS, CA.,
baptisms.
revival.

CLOVIS, CA., MBC reports two ions of faith and these followed in
baptism. One rededicated his life for service. The extension courses
through CMBI are well underway with enthusiastic attendance. The
Ladies of the church are continuing with Thursday afternoen
visitation. |—g14 H.L.Spence, pastor

CLOVIS, CA., MBC had five profcssions of faith and one addition to the

hureh by baptism. Bro. § held a revival in Antioch. The Clovis
church has been blessed with many regular visitors,  3-¥ 5"
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ZLOVIS, CA., MBC had three additﬁms to the chureh last month. The church
endorsed Bro. Lawrence Catver as missionary to Reno, Nevada.
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MEC baptized one, had two professions of faith and three
by letter. Their missionary to Reno, Bro. Carwr.vmpoﬂn ahigh
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additions
of 17 in the mission attendance.

MBC reports seven additions by jetter, five saved and three
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HAROLD L. SPENCE
1941 - 1986

Bro. Harold "Hal"
Spence passed from this.
1ife in the early
morning hours of
Monday, December 8,
after a short illness.
He was in the Clovis
Community Hospital at
the time of his death.

Graveside services
were conducted for Bro.
Spence December 10, at
the Clovis Cemetery,
Bro. Larry Reeves
officiating. :

Bro. Spence was
saved at. the age of
nine years, and he

surrendered to preach in
1969 in the Landmark
MBC in San Jose. Bro.
Royce Smith was his
pastor at that time. He
was ordained by the
Faith MBC in Corcord
November 11, 1970
under the ministry of
Bro. ]J. C. Pack.

Bro. Spence first
served as missionary
pastor of the Union
City Mission in 1969,
leaving there to accept
the pastorate of the
Vallejo MBC in 1970,
remaining as pastor
until 1972, 1In 1972 he
was elected as State
Missionary, working

] 'ng Bro. Albert Garner lecture and
five brethren and the missionary in Heno,

&} —g jH1. L. Spence, pastor
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letter. Attendanee has been
’-“ H L Spenl::elgas_lg_
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with the Cloverdale
Mission. He stayed
with that work until
1976 when he took the
oversight of the Clovis
Mission. The mission
was organized into a
New Testament Church
December 1, 1979, and
he remained pastor of
the church until his
death.

Aro. Spence worked
with the Fresno School

several years, first
as a student teacher,
achieving a Bachelor
of Theology Degree,

and then as Instructor
and Registrar.

all of Bro. Spence's
ministry was spent in
california, and he
will surely be missed
by the brethren.

Bro. Spence and his
wife, Sharon, had been
married 24 years to the
day. He passed away
on their 24th wedding
anniversary. d

The entire staff at
FMBI extends sincere
sympathy to Sis. Spence
and her family, and our
prayers are with them
and the church as they
seek God's man to take
the spiritual oversight
of the church.

8
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To the Churches. of the Calffornia Cooperative Association

of Missionary Beptist .fhurches

Dear Brethren,

It has been a pleaéure to serve youﬁggis year as one
of your state missionaries, : T

"This past year has been one of the best years for
state missions in our history. We have seen the organi-
‘zation of three new churches; Sacramento, Dairyland, and
Merced, all led by state missionaries, :

ile have become much stropger in Union City and in
Cloverdale. These two works are in the process of building
strong churches for the glory of our Lord,

At Cloverdale, we have been blessed with souls saved
and with good increases in both attendance and offerings.

We have set as our goal in Cloverdale to become self-
supporting, and we are reaching ever closer to that goal,
The town of Cloverdale is small, the average income low,
but the dedication and the spirit in the mission is high,
With only five working heads of families in the mission,
our offerings have been averaging about $125,00 per week,

- The Lord has opened the door for the Cloverdale lMission
to purchase a building. This building is the finest church
building in Cloverdale and can easily handle in excess of a
350 Sunday school, We are now. leassing part of this building
and are negotiating for the lease of the entire building
with option to buy.

The ultimate purchase of this building can only be
made possible' through programs like C, M, D., and we truly
thank God fer all.:.those who, as churches and individuals,
are supporting C, M, D, making possible stronger more suc-
cessful missions in California,

As we look forward to this coming associational ysar,
we anticipate the salvation of many souls, the growth nf
new converts, and the estabPishment of strong scriviurs.
New Testament churches, by the preaching of the gours! and
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, ]

In the Master!s Service,

H, L, Spence




